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ST. PAUL’S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

April 12, 2020

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! The Church gathers at (or close to) dawn and 
remembers the early hours of the first Easter Sunday. After three days in the tomb, 
Christ returned to dry our tears and remove our fears. Jesus wants no soul left in 
mourning over death. He laid down his life, and he took it up again. He removed the 
sting of death (Second Lesson) by becoming salvation for us (First Lesson), so that we 
can call God our Father (Gospel).

The liturgical color1 for Easter Sunday is white, signifying the victory and perfection 
that comes to believers through faith in Jesus’ sacrifice and resurrection. 

COPYRIGHT INFORMATION
Scripture quotations marked (EHV®) are taken from The Holy Bible, Evangelical Heritage Version® (EHV®) 
copyright © 2018 The Wartburg Project. All rights reserved. Used by permission: www.wartburgproject.org

Hymns can be found in the red hymnals in the pew racks, Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal.  © 1993 
Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-719903

“This Easter Celebration.” Text: © 2020 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved. 

“This Joyful Eastertide.” Text from Crowley Carol Book.  A.R. Mowbray & Co. LTD. London England.

Texts of all other hymns: public domain.

1 The liturgical color is found on the pastor's stole and the piece of cloth hanging from the pulpit.
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Easter Morning Worship 
Congregational responses and singing are printed in Bold.

OPENING HYMN  Jesus Christ Is Risen Today |CW 157 
Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia!
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!
Suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia!

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!
Unto Christ, our heav'nly King, Alleluia!
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!
Sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia!

But the pains which he endured, Alleluia!
Our salvation have procured, Alleluia!
Now above the sky he's King, Alleluia!
Where the angels ever sing, Alleluia!

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!
Praise eternal as his love, Alleluia!
Praise him, all you heav'nly host, Alleluia!
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Alleluia!

Please stand.
INVOCATION
Minister (M): In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation (C): Amen.

DIALOGUE FOR EASTER DAY
M: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Liturgical statement

M: This is the day the Lord has made.
C: We will rejoice and be glad in it. Psalm 118:24
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M: I will sing to the Lord, for he is highly exalted.
The Lord is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. Exodus 15:1-2

C: Let us come before him with thanksgiving, 
and extol him with music and song.  Psalm 95:2

M: I will not die, but live, and will proclaim what the Lord has done. Psalm 118:17

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. Liturgical statement

M: The Lord’s right hand is majestic in power.
The Lord’s right hand has shattered the enemy.
In the greatness of his majesty he threw down those who opposed him. Exodus 15:6-7

C: Death has been swallowed up in victory. 1 Corinthians 15:54

M: The Lord will not abandon me to the grave.
He has made known to me the path of life. Psalm 16:10-11

C: Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.  John 20:29

M: Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?
C: Thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

1 Corinthians 15:55,57

M: I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth. 
Job 19:25

C: The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his 
Christ, and he will reign forever and ever. Revelation 11:15

M: Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb. Rev 7:10

C: Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain,
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength
and honor and glory and praise! Revelation 5:12

M: Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Liturgical statement
Be seated.

RESPONSE HYMN He Is Arisen! Glorious Word | CW 162
He is arisen! Glorious Word! Now reconciled is God, my Lord;
The gates of heav'n are open.
My Jesus did triumphant die, And Satan's arrows broken lie,
Destroyed hell's fiercest weapon.
Oh, hear What cheer!
Christ victorious, Rising glorious, Life is giving.
He was dead, but now is living!
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
M:  O God, you made the dawn of this most holy day shine with the glory of our 

Lord’s resurrection. Grant that we who have been raised from the death of sin by 
your life-giving Spirit may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen

CHOIR ANTHEM This Day of Resurrection

FIRST READING Isaiah 12:1-6

The LORD has done amazing things; he is worthy of our praise!
1 In that day you will say: I will give thanks to you, LORD, for though you were 

angry with me, your anger has turned away, and you comfort me. 2  Surely God is my 
salvation. I will trust him and will not be afraid, because Yah, the LORD, is my strength 
and song, and he has become my salvation. 3 Therefore with joy you will draw water 
from the wells of salvation. 4 In that day you will say: Give thanks to the LORD! Proclaim 
his name. Declare among the peoples what he has done. Proclaim that his name is 
exalted! 5 Sing to the LORD, for he has done amazing things! Let this be known in all the 
earth! 6 Shout aloud and sing for joy, daughter of Zion, for the Holy One of Israel is great 
among you! (EHV)

After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

HYMN Alleluia! Jesus Lives | CW 153

Alleluia! Jesus lives! He is now the living one;
From the gloomy house of death Forth the conqueror has gone,
Bright foreruner to the skies Of his people, yet to rise.

Jesus lives! Let all rejoice; Praise him, ransomed ones of earth.
Praise him in a nobler song, Cherubim of heav'nly birth.
Praise the Victor-King, whose sway Sin and death and hell obey.
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Jesus lives! Why do you weep? Why that sad and frequent sigh?
He who died our Brother here Lives our Brother still on high,
Lives forever to bestow Blessings on his Church below.

Jesus lives! And thus, my soul, Life is yours eternally;
Joined to him, your living head, Where he is, you too shall be;
You with him at his right hand Victor over death shall stand.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 15:51-57

Christ's victory is our victory!
51 Look, I tell you a mystery. We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, 52 in a 

moment, in the blink of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the 
dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For this perishable body 
must put on imperishability, and this mortal body must put on immortality. 54 But once 
this perishable body has put on imperishability, and this mortal body has put on 
immortality, then what is written will be fulfilled: Death is swallowed up in victory.
55 Death, where is your sting? Grave, where is your victory? 56 The sting of death is sin, 
and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ! (EHV)

After the reading, the announcement is made: 
M: The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God!

VERSE OF THE DAY   
M: Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen!
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia.
M: For as in Adam all die,
C: so in Christ all will be made alive. Alleluia. (1 Corinthians 15:22)

Please stand.
GOSPEL READING John 20:1-18
Jesus appears victorious over death.
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1 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went 
to the tomb. She saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2 So she left and 
ran to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved. “They have taken the 
Lord out of the tomb,” she told them, “and we don’t know where they put him!”

3 So Peter and the other disciple went out, heading for the tomb. 4 The two were 
running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and got to the tomb first. 5 Bending 
over, he saw the linen cloths lying there, yet he did not go in.

6 Then Simon Peter, who was following him, arrived and went into the tomb. He 
saw the linen cloths lying there. 7 The cloth that had been on Jesus’ head was not lying 
with the linen cloths, but was folded up in a separate place by itself. 8 Then the other 
disciple, who arrived at the tomb first, also entered. He saw and believed. 9 (They still 
did not yet understand the Scripture that he must rise from the dead.)

10 Then the disciples went back to their homes.
11 But Mary stood outside facing the tomb, weeping. As she wept, she bent over, 

looking into the tomb. 12 She saw two angels in white clothes sitting where the body of 
Jesus had been lying, one at the head and one at the feet. 13 They asked her, “Woman, 
why are you weeping?”

She told them, “Because they have taken away my Lord, and I don’t know where 
they have laid him.”

14 After she said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, though she 
did not know it was Jesus.

15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Who are you looking for?”
Supposing he was the gardener, she replied, “Sir, if you carried him off, tell me 

where you laid him, and I will get him.”
16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.”
She turned and replied in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means, “Teacher”).
17 Jesus told her, “Do not continue to cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to my 

Father. But go to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your 
Father—to my God and your God.’”

18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord!” 
She also told them the things he said to her. (EHV)

After the Gospel, the announcement is made: 
M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ!
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Be seated.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HYMN    Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won | CW 145

1  Jesus lives! The vict'ry's won! 3  Jesus lives! For me he died;
Death no longer can appall me. Hence will I, to Jesus living,
Jesus lives! Death's reign is done! Pure in heart and act abide,
From the grave Christ will recall me. Praise to him and glory giving.
Brighter scenes will then commence; All I need God will dispense;
This shall be my confidence. This shall be my confidence.

2  Jesus lives! To him the throne 4  Jesus lives! I know full well
High o'er heav'n and earth is given. Nothing me from him shall sever,
I shall go where he is gone, Life nor death nor pow'rs of hell
Live and reign with him in heaven. Part me now from Christ forever.
God is faithful; doubtings, hence! God will be a sure defense;
This shall be my confidence. This shall be my confidence.

5  Jesus lives! And now is death
But the gate to life immortal;
This shall calm my trembling breath
When I pass its gloomy portal.
Faith shall cry, as fails each sense:
"Jesus is my confidence!"

SERMON - WHAT ARE YOU LOOKING FOR ON EASTER SUNDAY?

Please stand.
CONFESSION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.  
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.
Be seated.

THANK OFFERING 
St. Paul’s members offer their first and their best to their Savior in order to 
support the sharing of the Gospel through our church and our worldwide church 
body, the WELS.  Our guests do not need to feel obligated to participate.  If the 
gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an electronic option, 
you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will connect you with our 
website’s giving page.

SONG BY CHOIR The Stone Is Rolled Away

Please stand.
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
M: Thanks be to you, O Lord, for giving us the victory through your Son, Jesus Christ. 

You have not forsaken us or left us to our own destruction but kept your promise 
to send a Savior. We praise you for his perfect life, his innocent death, and his 
glorious resurrection. Because of your faithfulness to your promises, today is a day 
of victory!

C:  ♫ I know that my Redeemer lives; 
What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, he lives, who once was dead; 
He lives, my ever-living Head!

He lives triumphant from the grave; 
He lives eternally to save.
He lives all glorious in the sky; 
He lives exalted there on high.

M: Savior Jesus, we praise you for carrying out God’s plan of salvation. Your 
resurrection is undeniable evidence that you have triumphed over sin, death, hell, 
and the devil. Whenever our faith lacks certainty or our hearts are in need of 
comfort and help, remind us again and again that your tomb is empty, and you are 
victorious over death. Because of your resurrection, today is a day of victory!
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C:  ♫ He lives to bless me with his love; 
He lives to plead for me above.
He lives, my hungry soul to feed; 
He lives to help in time of need.

He lives to grant me rich supply; 
He lives to guide me with his eye.
He lives to comfort me when faint;
He lives to hear my soul’s complaint.

M: Holy Spirit, we praise you that through the Gospel you have led us to know and 
believe that Jesus is our risen Savior. Today we, along with the angel, confidently 
say, “He is not here. He has risen!” Whenever we are lonely or sad, fearful or 
anxious, point us to the empty tomb so that we would always be calmed, 
comforted, and cheered by the power of your promises. At all times and in all 
things, continue to lavish on us the blessings of this day of victory.

C:  ♫ He lives to silence all my fears;  
He lives to wipe away my tears.
He lives to calm my troubled heart;  
He lives all blessings to impart.

M: Triune God, kindle in our hearts a love for all people. Equip us with both the will 
and the words to tell others that Jesus has indeed risen from the grave. Use us to 
share the message of the empty tomb, so that others too may rejoice in Jesus’ 
Easter victory.

C:  ♫ He lives, my kind, wise, heav’nly Friend; 
He lives and loves me to the end.
He lives, and while he lives I’ll sing;  
He lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King.

M: Lord of life, comfort all who stand at death’s door. Comfort all who mourn the loss 
of a loved one who has died in faith in the risen Savior. Comfort each of us with 
the assurance that because Jesus lives, we too will live. Remind us all that the 
death of a Christian is not a defeat; because of Jesus it is a day of victory!

C:  ♫ He lives and grants me daily breath;  
He lives, and I shall conquer death.
He lives my mansion to prepare;  
He lives to bring me safely there.
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M: Almighty God, during the strange events of the past weeks and months, we take 
comfort in knowing that there is nothing that can take away the sure hope that we 
have in the empty tomb. No matter what the devil, the world, or our flesh brings 
before us, we boldly and proudly confess that your resurrection makes every day 
a day of victory!

C:  ♫ He lives, all glory to his name!  
He lives, my Jesus, still the same.
Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives:  

 “I know that my Redeemer lives!”
M: Finally, Jesus, we join our hearts and voices across the miles to pray the prayer 

you taught your Church to pray: 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 
forever. Amen.

HYMN    This Easter Celebration | (Tune CW 538)
This Easter celebration is not like ones we've known.
We pray in isolation, we sing the hymns alone.
We're distant from our neighbors — from worship leaders, too.
The church’s pews are empty; the balcony holds few.

No gathered choirs are singing; no banners lead the way.
O God of love and promise, where's joy this Easter Day?
With sanctuaries empty, may homes become the place
we ponder resurrection and celebrate your grace.

Our joy won't come from worship that's in a crowded room
but from the news of women who saw the empty tomb.
Our joy comes from disciples who ran with haste to see —
who heard that Christ is risen, and then, by grace, believed.
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In all the grief and suffering, may we remember well:
Christ suffered crucifixion and faced the powers of hell.
Each Easter bears the promise: Christ rose that glorious day!
Now nothing in creation can keep your love away.

We thank you that on Easter, your church is blessed to be
a scattered, faithful body that's doing ministry.
In homes and in the places of help and healing, too,
we live the Easter message by gladly serving you.

CLOSING PRAYER
M: Christ is risen!
C:  He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
M: We pray – O risen Christ, our stronghold, our sure defense and our Savior, refresh 

our hearts with the living water of your Gospel and cheer our hearts with the 
shout of your victory. Dry our tears as we deal with the hardships and tragedies of 
this world, and lift up our heads that we see you as our risen Teacher, Savior, and 
Friend; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.

C:  Amen.

BLESS ING
M: The Lord bless you and keep you;

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you;
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace!

C:     Amen. 

Be seated.
CLOSING HYMN This Joyful Eastertide | 160

This joyful Eastertide Away with sin and sorrow!
My love, the Crucified, Has sprung to life this morrow.
Had Christ, who once was slain, Not burst his three-day prison,
Our faith had been in vain:
But now is Christ arisen, arisen, arisen; 
But now is Christ arisen!
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2 - Death's flood has lost its chill 
Since Jesus crossed the river;
Lover of souls, from ill 
My passing soul deliver.
Had Christ, who once was slain, 
Not burst his three-day prison,
Our faith had been in vain:
But now is Christ arisen, arisen, arisen;
But now is Christ arisen!

3 - My flesh in hope shall rest 
And for a season slumber
Till trump from east to west 
Shall wake the dead in number.
Had Christ, who once was slain, 
Not burst his three-day prison,
Our faith had been in vain: 
But now is Christ arisen, arisen, arisen; 
But now is Christ arisen!
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NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SYNOD-WIDE ONLINE EASTER SERVICE 

Not to replace your Easter morning worship, but to supplement it, 
WELS is offering an opportunity for our entire synod to gather 
online for a special Easter Sunday evening service. It will be 
broadcast from Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary (WLS) at 6:00 PM. 
Seminary President Earle Treptow will deliver the Easter message. 
A small choir, along with a few instruments, will enhance the 
worship with music and songs of praise. You can watch it live 
online at  https://livestream.com/wlslive/togetherattheemptytomb. 
Stay online after the service for a live Q&A session. 

BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST

During private ceremonies this weekend, Pastor Proeber baptized two babies. Eliana Rose 
Christopher is the daughter of new member Anna Christopher & her husband KC. Elora 
Isabelle Wilson is the daughter of Craig & Sara Wilson, who are taking BIC classes. 

DIGITAL “INSTALLATION”

If you haven’t seen it yet, be sure to look for the video that Pastor Proeber put together to 
welcome Pastor Plagenz to the ministry.  You will find it on our facebook page.  He had 
several of their classmates share words of encouragement for Pastor Plagenz as he begins 
his pastoral ministry, much like the laying of hands portion of an ordination service. We 
hope to have a formal welcome and fellowship celebration later this year. 

HELP BUILD A CHURCH IN ADAMS

A WELS congregation just south of us is planning to build a new facility this summer, 
and volunteers are needed. St. Paul’s in Adams is about thirty miles from here. Some of 
you may have met their pastor, Jasper Sellnow or his family.  Pastor Sellnow leads our 
chapel services from time to time, his wife Sarah works in our preschool, and his children 
attend our school.  The foundation has been laid. Framing and other volunteer work is 
scheduled to begin in late May. Kingdom Workers is coordinating volunteer labor.  To 
find our more, visit their website: kingdomworkers.com.
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NEW WEBSITE ON UPCOMING HYMNAL

To help introduce WELS members to the upcoming hymnal, the 
WELS Hymnal Project and Northwestern Publishing House have 
developed a new website, christianworship.com.  There are specific 
sections of the worshiper, planner, leader, and musician 
emphasizing the various features of the hymnal and the other 
products that supplement the hymnal.  The site has videos to watch 
and previews of what hymnal pages will look like. You can also 
sign up to receive updates on the release of the hymnal.

ARK TRIP STILL PLANNED June 4-7

We still have plans to visit the Ark Encounter and Creation Museum in early June. If you 
would like to join this bus trip, please contact Michelle Gear at 920-784-4643 or 
michellemgear@gmail.com. Rates begin at just $255/per person. 

WELS NIGHT AT MILLER PARK July 24

Tickets are on sale now for the annual WELS Night at Miller Park! Each year thousands 
of WELS members gather for an evening of fellowship and fun, and you can join them for 
the Milwaukee Brewers’ game against the Pittsburgh Pirates on Friday, July 24.  Game 
time is 7:10 PM. The Brewers are again offering WELS members up to 50 percent off the 
price of tickets. Get tickets at brewers.com/wels.

GIFTS RECEIVED THROUGH THRIVENT

Thank you to everyone who uses the Thrivent Choice Program. We just received gifts 
totaling $1,287. What a blessing!  If you have a Thrivent account, check with your Thrivent 
representative to see whether you qualify to designate Choice Dollars to our ministry.

OFFERING REPORT
From July 1, 2019 to April 3, 2020
Actual ministry income: $807,819
Actual cost of ministry:           $846,542    
Mortgage balance:                 $1,400,633

He is not 
here. He has 
risen, just 
as he said.
- Matthew 28:6
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